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LANDCARE COORDINATORS, FUNDING 

29. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 

I am very keen to ask this question of the minister.  I refer to the 70 community LandCare coordinators and 
facilitators who play a vital role in our regional communities.  Funding to keep these valuable people and their 
families in regional communities will expire in six weeks at the end of September.  Is the State’s submission to 
accept an offer of interim funding from the federal Government finalised for lodging as required by close of 
business tomorrow? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

We have been concerned at a state level about what is happening to these community LandCare coordinators and 
what is happening to the intergovernmental agreement and the Natural Heritage Trust.  Since we signed the 
intergovernmental agreement, two bodies have been dealing with this matter and meeting and talking weekly, via 
teleconferences or audio conferences, with the commonwealth officials.  We are unusual in this State in that the 
Chair of the new Natural Resource Management Council is on that group.  We also have a representative from 
local government and two other community members.  From day one we have been talking to them about the 
need for the Commonwealth to put its money on the table and make sure that these community LandCare 
coordinators are protected.  Our understanding is that there is money for 50 of those LandCare coordinators, and 
as the member may have seen in The West Australian yesterday, some concern was expressed about what was 
coming out of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia and that those positions would be directed to the 
regional communities, but the urban communities - particularly those on the outskirts of the city - would miss 
out.  We have been reassured that the money is there for all of those coordinator positions, but the figure is still 
around 50, whereas I am informed - contrary to the member’s figure - that we have approximately 62.   

Hon Kim Chance, the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and I met separately with the 
commonwealth officials last week and we raised the issue of the fate of our community LandCare coordinators.  
At that stage the Commonwealth claimed to be unaware of some of the details, and since then we have received 
messages from the Commonwealth that are much more positive.  Yes, we are assured we have funding for 
around 50 coordinators.  Earlier this week Hon Kim Chance and I wrote to both the ministers, arguing that we 
wanted answers very quickly.  One of the problems is that the Commonwealth is changing the way in which it 
provides funding - from a September funding to a financial year funding - and the difficulty is getting the 
bridging finance from 30 September this year to July next year.  I reassure the member that, while the 
Commonwealth dillydallies, we are proceeding with our spending.  We will be spending $165 million over the 
next four years on this very important issue. 

The SPEAKER:  Before we move on, it has become apparent - no doubt members have forgotten - that 
interjections are disorderly.  Some leeway is given to the person who asks the question.  Some members in this 
place think they have the right to comment on every question that is asked.  That is not the case.  I will be calling 
members to order.  Leeway is given to the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the National Party and the 
questioner. 
 


